TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS5   SCHOOL

number 30. We suggest that the number shall now be
changed to 35; the children quickly respond by placing
the five single sticks beside the bundles. They will then
be shown how to place the number card "5" over the
zero figure of the 30 so that the number reads 35.

The method of oral and written dictation accom-
panied by construction should be continued for a few
lessons until the children are thoroughly familiar with
the range 20-100. We next deal with the numbers
11-19. The most important point here is to see that the
children's enunciation of the numbers is clear, so as to
avoid confusion between "50" and "15," eci6n and
"60."

The children are now ready for practical work in
addition. At this point we introduce the vertical
method of setting down the numbers, since to add,
multiply, or subtract two-place numbers in horizontal
form is too difficult for children of this age.

Addition without carrying is easily learnt in one lesson,
since the addition of any two numbers should be by
this time practically automatic. We show the children
how to write down the sum and record the answer;
and since they have not been bored with quantities of
mechanical written work, they will find this quite an
exciting adventure; while their superior muscular
skill will enable them to do it much more easily than
if they had begun at, say, the age of six, A dozen or so
examples should now be worked independently.

226